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7 SOURCF Hoin-wen T'ien-ti (Newesdom), No 213, i552.

’

CHIRESE COMMUNIST AIR STRENGTH
IN CENTRAL-SOUTRE CHINA

This article on the Chinese Commmnist air strength of Central-
b South China, published in the 18 March 1952 iesue of the weekly non-
Commnist magnzine, Hein-wer T'ilen-ti (Newsdom), was vritten by Kao
Lung-tzu {1) ﬁumbers in parentheses rafer to appended charsctar_s:-/.
As ke mentions im bi: usticle, Kao defecisd to the Chinese Commnists
o in 1949 when the EMT forces retreated from Wuhbian, and war eubge-
gnently assigned to the CCAF (Chinese Communist Air Force}. After
serving the CCAP for 2 yea~s, he becaze disillusioned and he broke
his relations with the Chinese Ccamunists.

Kno contepded that this step wus not taken until he had collected
e grest deal of infurnation on the CCAF vhich was classified by the
Chirese Communists as “%op mecret” ‘and which he regaided as being of
inastimeble value in iaunching counter-attacks against the mainlepd.

Information from Keo's article follows:

i . . 8owigt Control o -
i e

b During the initiel stage after the Chinese Communists had gained comtrol !
of ‘the mainland, they organized an Alr Force, but in reality it existed in neme \
only. An Air Force, in its true meaning, did not come into existence until af- i
ter the Chinese Commnists entsred the Korean war. At that time, ali /Eation- - }
elist/ Air Force personnel who had defected to the Communists beceme very en- \ ;
thus ie because they beltwved that they would be given greater oppurtunivy
to use thair skills. Contrary to their expectations, however, the Air Force
establiskad by the Chinese Communisis vwas. in reality cnly en expamsion of the

" ‘Sovist iy ¥oree into China. o

. The Air Force Advisers® Office (ku-ven shih) of the Central-South Chine
Adxinistrative Reglon is made vp of Chief Advisar Malinov apd 36 Soviet special~
ists. The higkest organ of the Air Force is thie Comsand Office (ssu-ling shih)
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which is purpertedly on the same level as the Advieers' Office. The Command
Office is made up of four departments: Department No 1, in charge of military’
supplies; Department No 2, sirfield engineering; Department No 3, intelligence;
and Tepartuent No 4, commard, plenning, training and rear gervice activities

of the theater of war. hlthough theoretically the Adviserz' Office 1s on the
game level as the Gommand OSFice, in reality it meintuins a more authoritatlve
positior than the latter. The Air Force of the Centrel-South ChinR Administra-
tive Hegion must obey the orders given by Chief Adviser Malinov. Liu Ful-nung
(2}, eommander, and o Chem-hua (3), chief secretary, mst comply ot all times
with the directives iseued by the sdvisers. The Air Force Advisers' Office of
the Centrel-South China AZpinistrative Reglon maintains direct contact with the
Afvisory Depurtment (ku-wen chu) of the Central (chung-yang) Air Forse. The 36
sovlet speclalists mentioned wbove bave been placed in the various departments
and sections to coxtrol all oparations.

Soviet rear service personnel sre mov it each of the seven strategic air
Tlelds located throughout this area., Scviet tiechnicians are in cherge of the
repair groups and suxiliary forces, and Soviet pilots £y all Yak-15 and La-21
planes in the area. Since the Kremlin actually commands the CCAF, Sum Wu-iung
(4) /its nominal commarder?; is epdaved with cnly an empty authority.

Alx Bacez

There is a total of 19 air bases in Central-South Ching as focllows: Han-
kow, Fan-ning, T'ien~ho, Fail-yun, San-ye, Nan-hoiung, Chien-ou, Santsgo, Kuel-

* 1in, Swatov, Yu-lin, Hai-k'ow, Ch'ang-ting, Nen-ch'ang, Liu-chou, Chih-chiang,

Ch'ang-eh'iao, fuang-pn, and Hsia-pu. Flages are atationed only on the first
eight airfields mentioned above, of which only the fiTat seven can accommodsie
Jet planes. The remainiag 1) airfields are used mainly as stopover and re-

‘fucling points and their air defense Pacilities ere not t)o camplete.

The 24 Aflr Grouap (te-tui) 1s stationed in the Central-Scuth China Admin-
igtrative Region. This Air-Group is made up of three squudrons {chung-tul) :
the Stk Squadron, stationed in Haukow; the 4th Squadron at Pei-yunm, Ttien-ho,
fan-tsao, and Chien-ou; and the 6th Scuadror at Nan-hsiung, Nan-ning, San-ya,
and Cai-k'ou.

Defenge of Aizfields

The airfield defense of this area 1s also comtrolled by the Soviet person-
pel. The selection of alrfield defense Porces is made by Soviet advisers.
Several training officers attached to each ccxEpany (chung- bul) have been as-
signed prissrily as instructors ‘but are actually there to cerry out the orders
of the Soviet mdvisers. Two battalions (ta-tui{, made up of eight companies,
tave been established for the defease of the airfieids in the Central-South
Chiva Administrative Region. With the exception of Hankow, which has two com-
penies, each of the ‘remaining eix strategic aixr bases has only one company.

Forces staticuned and equipment installed st the various alifields in the
Central-South Chins Administrative Reglon are as follows: :

1. Hankow Airfield
1st Compasy [3ic/, 1ot Battalion, Antimircraft Regloent, Fourth Field
Army
2 Goviet-bullt Ko-lan type (5) [Chinese spproximation of Boviet-type

gun/ radar-controlled antiaircraft guns
b Soviet-built 10-round antiaircraft guns

1 radar
3/18-inck searchlights
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- 2. Fau-ning Afrfield

" 18t Company, - K'nngni HMilitary District Antiaircraft Battalion o
2/3.2-et antiaiveratt guns .
2/29-mn twin-mount artleireraft guns
1/16~1nch ssarchlight

G T AL ARG G e T

2. gen-yu Airfield

1st Platoon, A.ntiaircrﬂ.ft Gun Corpany, Fvangtung Alr Deferse Headquar-

tars

1/%.2-cm Eo-lan type antiaircraft gun ,
2/2%-mm antinircraft gans :
2/16-inch searchlighte !

L. Trien-ho Airfield

Lth Company, 2d Antieireraft B&ttalion, Fifteanth amy Group arcillexry
Regiment, Fourth Fleid Army

3/22-mm antiaircraft guns

6/13vmm trin-mount antisircrsft machine pune

2/18-inch searchlights

5. Pai-yun Airfield : s
5th Company, 24 Antimrireraft Battalion, Fifteenth Army Group Artillery
) Reginent Fourth Field Amay
: Equipped 1ike ath Company above

6. XNen-hsiung Airfield

24 Pietoon, Antiaireraft Gun CQmpé.ny, Iwangtuny Air Defense Headjuavr-
" ters ' ]

ot b A . b Sy e

PPATTE
it

2/3.2-cm Xo-lun type antisircraft guns
3/13-m twin-mount antiaireraft guns
1/18-inch searchlight

7. Chien-on Alrfield b

A unit of the Third Field Force (identity of the unit and eguipment used
for the defense of this airfield are unot known) :

Bince other airfields in this area are used merely &s refueling or shtop~
over points, the responsibility for the defense of such facilities is left to
the jocal forces or militia.

‘Afrcraft

L The ramber and types of eircraft generally stationed in the wariocus air-
ST Ut £1elds and city in Central-South China are as follows:

§ . .* 3. Henkow Airfield

35 Yck-15 £4ghters
15' Jzpaness Zero [ {c _‘/ 1ight boabers
27 MIG-15 fighters
‘12 La-21 dembers
25 Model 90 planes (used as training plones at the traiming sshool)
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g g . Kan-ning Afrfield
; g b Yak-15 fighters :
g ® . 3.US-buiit medimm trassports i
% ¥ 2 Soviet-built reconmaisance planes !
; 3. Cantor (recest additiome) :
7 La-14 fighters
5 ¥ek~9 jet planes ;
§ MIG-15 tighters i
k. Tvien-ho Afrfield f
2 UB-bullt medium trausports
L ¥ak-15 fighters i
3 5 Yrk~9 jJet planes i
& E
L] 5. Paf.yun Airfield
"l':\:: ~
% © 3 Yak-j et planes
: 5 Jepaness Zero ‘{5137 Tight boanbers i
9 La~1k fighters - 3
: 2 Boviet-brilt medlum transports i
¥ . 6. San-ya Airfield
e 1 Soviet-built medium transport
: : 5 Yak-15 fighters ;
3 Yak-9 Jet planes 2
7. San-tsuo Atrfield !
Lo 2 Yak«9 Jet planes ‘
i T 3 Iak-;‘} Lighters
- 8. Chtomeon Afrficld
e E
2 Japanuse Zero [eic/ light bombers b
1 US-built modium transpert ;
-3 UI-198 [presumebly MIG-157 i
5 La-21 vowbers . i
o, Nan-hsivng Airfield f
. S E
5 Yak-98 £
, - 2 Soviet-built medium transports th
S 3 MIg-158 i
R vilf;le‘qullwing are cheracteristics of some of the planes in this sren: o
" - Dedsriptich Yak-15  Tak-S La-1k La-21 -
Veigas -(1»), 12,000 10,000 16,000 18,000 A
“Thrust (1b) 5,000 3,800 5,500 7,500 1
B 4 Bangei(mt) 900 350 1,350 1,700
: 650 630 €20 550 o
b
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3 : Tax-15 Tak-9 La-1h La-21
] of cltmb (f8) ’ ,
2 B1e,. prewﬁy ceiling/ . b7,000 50,000 k,200 35,000,
LRI X  tvln - bizgle Hia

| Bquipment 1/37-mn gun 3/30-m1 guws 2/37-w= gums  2/YT-xm guns

’ 2/13-7m ma- 1/30-1mm mun

2 chine gans
¢ Resarika Radius of  For long renge For loag yange :
Ki ' action very bembing . ‘
4 livited
CHARACTIRS
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